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It’s time for The Big ADVENTure!

This is a holiday club style event, lasting two and a half hours, written with P4-P7 in mind.
The resource could be used by churches, messy church teams or holiday club teams.
ADVENT is all about the coming of something momentous, namely Jesus coming to earth!
The Big ADVENTure explores the first Christmas in a dynamic way, setting Jesus’ coming
within the context of what precedes in the Old Testament. The programme includes an
introductory activity, drama, games, Bible teaching, craft and songs, finishing with group time
and a Bible devotional booklet for the children to take home.

The Big ADVENTure is an ideal way to refocus on what Christmas is really all about, pointing
back to Jesus and why he came. He is the one who really can take us on a big adventure!

This document contains all the content for the programme of The Big ADVENTure.

Various additional documents have been created with elements of the programme that you
might like to print out for team members, e.g. group discussion material, drama scripts.
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Publicity Template

Additional document: 2. Publicity Template provides the basis of a flyer which you could use

to advertise your event. You will need to add details such as the date, time, venue and cost (if

applicable). Do this by pasting the jpeg image into a Publisher document and inserting a text
box in the space in the cracker on the right-hand side.

Teamroles

Team leader
2 team members to share the teaching from the front
12 team members for the Christmas Family Fortunes drama
2 team members per group
1 games leader
1-2 craft leaders
2 team members for registration
1-2 team members to take children to their groups
1-2 team members to prepare and serve snacks

Programme

Timings have been included for each part of the programme. Below is an example timetable
for an event running from 2pm-4.30pm.

1.45pm Arrival and Intro Activities

2.05pm  Countdown

2.10pm Gather: welcome and introduction to theme
2.15pm Song: ‘All The Angels Sing’

2.18pm Christmas Family Fortunes Drama
2.28pm  Game all together: Musical Statues
2.35pm  Teaching Part1

2.48pm  Games/Crafts

3.15pm Snack

3.25pm  Games/Crafts

3.52pm  Gather:Silly Song

3.56pm Teaching Part 2

4.10pm Group Time

4.22pm  Song:‘All The Angels Sing’

4.26pm  Final Announcements and Prayer

Throughout the script, the sections that are written word-for-word as you might say them to
the children are coloured blue (though feel free to put these sections into your own words).



Registration

It is helpful to have children pre-booked for the event with a nominal charge to cover costs of
snacks and crafts. If most children have pre-booked, this allows you to organise the groups in
advance. Six to eight children in a group is an ideal number, with two group leaders. Know the
maximum number of children who can attend according to the number of team you have and
the space where your event is being held.

When children are registering on arrival at the event, give them a name sticker. Have two
friendly and welcoming helpers available to take them to their group to ensure they find it and
are not feeling overwhelmed by a new place and new people.

Possible group names for the event are: Snowman, Rudolph, Gingerbread, Elf, Presents,
Stocking, Turkey, Christmas Tree. (Group posters in additional document: 3. Group Posters)

Print off A3 posters to place at each of the group areas. Have a box at each group area with all
that you will need for the introductory activities below as well as tissues, hand sanitiser and a
bag for rubbish.

Arrival and Intro Activities
(from 15 minutes before advertised start time)

Register the children and direct them to their group.
Introductory Activities
You will need: colouring pens, pencils or crayons, stickers, glue and scissors

1. Paper bags: It can be useful to give each child a paper bag when they arrive so that they
have something to take their crafts home in. These can be purchased here: white paper
bags. Make sure they put their name on the bag when they arrive. They might enjoy
decorating the bag with their name or other Christmas themed pictures. These could be
printed off and cut out in advance for them to choose, colour in and stick on. Click here for
some suggestions: Christmas colouring pages

2. Wordsearch: see additional documents: 4. Wordsearch and 5. Wordsearch Answers. This
can be taken home if time runs out.

3. Blank wordsearch: see additional document: 6. Blank Wordsearch. This is an opportunity
for the children to make up their own wordsearch. Encourage them to use a Christmas
theme. If time allows, suggest they try out each other’s wordsearches.

4. Dobble and other games: Provide, or ask team to provide, games such as Dobble, which
can be played as time fillers if the other activities are completed. This is also an opportunity
to get to know your group.

Countdown
(start 5 minutes after advertised start time)

You could start a five-minute countdown timer so that leaders can encourage children to finish
up their activities and tidy up before gathering together at the front of the room.
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/MARENT-Handles-Shopping-Packaging-Wedding/dp/B09CQGMCPV/ref=dp_prsubs_1?pd_rd_i=B09CQGMCPV&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/MARENT-Handles-Shopping-Packaging-Wedding/dp/B09CQGMCPV/ref=dp_prsubs_1?pd_rd_i=B09CQGMCPV&psc=1
https://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/holidays/christmas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTczn5RUgnk

Welcome the children to The big ADVENTure!

Introduce yourself and any other team members who will be hosting/presenting upfront.
Explain that you have lots of fun activities in store - games, crafts, music, drama, snack, time
to chat in groups - and you hope they're going to enjoy their time together.

Explain where the toilets are and any rules about this (e.g. to let their group leader know before
going to the toilet).

Tell them what to do if there is a fire alarm.
Introduce the theme:

Today we are here for The Big ADVENTure because we are going to be thinking about Advent.
But what is Advent? Does anyone have any idea?

Let the children give some answers.
Show an Advent calendar. Some of you may have an Advent calendar this year.

Advent is the time when we count down to Christmas, when we get ready to celebrate. It
begins officially on the fourth Sunday before Christmas.

It is a time of waiting (and sometimes that can be really hard when you're excited about
Christmas) but it is also a time of getting ready.

The word Advent comes from a Latin word Adventus, and it means “coming”, so Advent is the

time when Christians get ready to celebrate the coming of Jesus. Christians believe that Jesus
coming to earth and being born as a baby at Christmas is something momentous that changed
the world forever, and we are going to think today about why it is so important and special, and
why it is worth celebrating.

We're going to start by singing a song together which celebrates the coming of Jesus.
Suggested song: ‘All The Angels Sing’ by Doug Horley
You can find a video with the lyrics for the children to sing along to here

It also shows some actions. (Ask a couple of leaders to learn these in advance so they can lead
the children.)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m1FLUZ3ansI

Drama: Christmas Family Fortunes (10 minutes)

After the song, get the children to sit down to watch the drama. The drama script can be found
in Appendix 1 as well as in an additional document for ease of printing for team: 7. Drama
Script. There is also an accompanying PowerPoint presentation in additional document: 8.
Drama PowerPoint.

Game all together: Musical Statues (7 minutes)

Explain to the children that you are all now going to play an adapted version of Musical
Statues. Divide the children into groups of about three. Explain that while the music is playing,
they should dance or move around the room. When the music stops, they have to work in their
groups to make a tableau of a part of the Christmas Story, that is, a still picture of a particular
scene. Before starting the music each time tell them which part of the story you want them to
make when the music stops.

Some suggestions are:

The angel appearing to Mary

The journey to Bethlehem
Jesusis born

The angels and the shepherds
The wise men following the star
The wise men worshipping Jesus

Teaching Part 1 (13 minutes)

You will need the following items: globe/picture of the world, mirror, fruit, snake, white beard,
jar of sand, plastic chains or hand cuffs, staff/large stick, blue cloth, fairy tale book, sword,
crown, map showing Israel and Judah (this can be a printed image or a hand-drawn map), scroll,
torch, baby doll, ruler, Lego bricks/ building blocks, clock

Each group will also need a pen and a piece of paper. (This can be put in their group box in
advance.)

There is a PowerPoint accompanying this section of the programme, which can be found in the
additional document: 9. Teaching Part 1 PowerPoint. The slide numbers are indicated in red at
the appropriate points in the script below.

1. Memory Game

Get a few leaders to hold up the items one by one and show them to the children as you list the
items. They can be displayed in any order. (Some background music to accompany this can be
found on slide 1.) The children have to try to remember the items. (Slide 2) Then give them one
minute in their groups to write down as many as they can remember. (Slide 3 contains a one-
minute timer.)

Get the children to give the paper to a group leader. Tell them that you are going to do a talk

which will use all the items. The leaders should mark off the items their team managed to
guess and at the end of the talk you will see which team remembered the most.
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2. Talk

The items from the game are mentioned in brackets throughout the talk. You can either hold
each item up yourself as you go through the talk or have another leader ready to help with this.

To truly understand why we celebrate Christmas we have to go back hundreds and hundreds
of years before the first Christmas - right back to the beginning.

That’s where the Bible starts, but God was there even before the beginning, (Slide 4) and the
Bible tells us, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” (globe) He started
by creating light, (Slide 5) and then went on to create everything else we can see in the world
around us - sky, sea, plants, trees, sun, moon, stars, birds, fish, animals, and then the most
special part of his creation - human beings.

Take a moment to look around the room at some of the other human beings here today. Do
you know what God thought when he looked at what he had made? (Slide 6) He thought that
it was good, but after he made human beings, he said that it was very good. (mirror) When you
look in the mirror, you see an image of yourself. Well, the Bible says human beings were made
in the image of God to know him and love him. Maybe that’s something to think about the next
time you look in the mirror. The Bible teaches that God loves you and that he made you to
know him and love him!

It was very good, but unfortunately it went wrong, because, as we all know, the things that
human beings do aren’t always very good. The Bible tells us about the first human beings -
Adam and Eve - and how God gave them a beautiful garden to live in with lots of trees to eat
fruit from. (Slide 7) There was just one rule. (fruit) Don’t eat the fruit from the tree in the middle
of the garden.

(snake) But the devil came, in the form of a serpent, and tempted Adam and Eve, and they
chose to eat the fruit. They chose to say no to God and his life-giving plan, and yes to what
they wanted to do. That’s what the Bible calls sin. And it was serious. The Bible tells us that sin
separates us from God, and so Adam and Eve couldn’t enjoy a perfect relationship with God
anymore. It also meant that everything changed. Sadness and sickness and suffering came
into the world. (Slide 8) God’s perfect world was broken. And there was nothing Adam and Eve
could do to fix it.

BUT God had a plan to put it right, and he pointed to it right there in the garden by promising
that one day someone would come, born of a woman, who would crush the serpent’s head;
they would deal with the problem of sin and evil forever.

As we go through the Old Testament, we read about how God was faithful to his people even
though they were often unfaithful to him.

(Slide 9) He called a man named Abraham (white beard) to leave his home and go to a new
land God would show him, and even though Abraham was an old man and had no children, God
promised that he would have many descendants (people in his family coming after him). God
said there would be so many they would be impossible to count - (jar of sand) like trying to
count the number of grains of sand on the seashore or the number of stars in the sky.

(Slide 10)
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It seemed impossible, but God kept his promise to Abraham. Abraham had a son, and over the
years his family grew into a great nation called the Israelites.

Hundreds of years after Abraham lived (plastic chains or hand cuffs) the Israelites were slaves
in Egypt. But God called a man named Moses to lead them to freedom. (staff) (Slide 11) As the
Israelites escaped from Egypt, God told Moses to raise his shepherd’s staff over the Red Sea

- that was just the name of the sea; it was actually blue like a normal seal! - (blue cloth) and the

sea parted in two, allowing the Israelites to escape.

(fairy tale book) The Israelites made it to the land God was giving them, and you'd think this
is the part where they all live happily ever after, but this is no fairy tale! (Slide 12) There were
battles (sword) to be fought with the other tribes in the land, and the bigger problem was the
problem of sin. The Israelites were repeatedly disobedient to God and this led to trouble, but
God didn’t give up. He rescued them again and again.

(crown) God gave them kings to rule them. (Slide 13) David was one of the best and most
famous of the kings of the Israelites, but even he wasn'’t perfect, and after he died (map) the
kingdom split in two (rip map). Then God’s people were taken into exile - captured and taken to
another land where everything was different.

But still God remained faithful. (Slide 14) He spoke to the Israelites through people called the
prophets (scroll). They brought messages, warning the people, but also telling them that even
though they had made a mess of things there was still hope.

They brought messages like, (Slide 15) (torch) “The people who walk in darkness will see a
great light.”

(Slide 16) (baby doll) “A child is born to us. A sonis given to us.”

(Slide 17) “You Bethlehem, are only a small village in Judah, but a ruler of Israel will come from
you.” (ruler)

However, he didn’t mean that kind of a ruler, but a king who would rule forever!

After 70 years in exile, the people returned home to their land. (Slide 18) (bricks) They rebuilt
what had been destroyed, but they were still waiting. (clock) (Slide 19) They were waiting for
it to be time for God to send the person he had promised - the Messiah, the ruler, the eternal
king, the child who would come and be the one to fix the problem of sin and to make a way for
people to draw close to God once again.

3. Memory Game Results

Ask the group leaders to count up their group’s score and see which team remembered the
most items. (Slide 20)

4. Waiting Game (Slide 21)

We said that the people were waiting for the king God had promised to come.

Who do you think it could be that they were waiting for? Jesus!

During Advent, we wait for Christmas, the celebration of Jesus’ birth, but they were waiting for
Jesus’ actual birth. They had to wait a little bit longer than four weeks, and they also weren’t
sure exactly how long they would have to wait.
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Set a challenge. In a moment you will ask everyone to close their eyes and the challenge is
to wait for one minute and then to put their hand up when they think a minute has passed.
Because they will have their eyes closed they won't be able to look at a clock or a watch
and they won't see what anyone else is doing. Each person will try to judge a minute by
themselves, and you'll see who is the closest.

Tell the children to close their eyes now and start counting a minute. Watch to see who is
closest to judging a minute correctly and announce who has won.

Who thought that a minute seemed like a really long time? It's hard when you’re waiting and
you're not sure exactly how long you have to wait.

Does anyone have any idea how long the people had to wait for the first Christmas?
Hundreds of years. It was about 700 years since the prophets gave their messages promising
that God would send someone, and about 400 years after the last record we have of God
speaking at the end of the Old Testament. That’s a long time to wait!

Explain that you will find out later what happened when Jesus came and the waiting was finally
over, but for now you are going to do games and crafts.

Depending on numbers, you may want to split the children into two groups. One group will do
games and the other will do crafts; then later in the programme they will do the other activity.
If you have a smaller group and you prefer to keep all the children together you could decide
whether they will do games or crafts in this slot.

Suggestions are found in Appendix 2 - Big ADVENTure Games

See Appendix 3 - Advent Calendar Craft

Provide a tray of drinks and snacks for each group.

The children do whichever one they did not do earlier.

Gather everyone together and play a silly song, letting the children dance along.

o o b b b o b b


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOJERdgPPyk

Before the event, prepare a Pass the Parcel game. Wrap the prize (Celebrations chocolates)
with the layers of paper in this order: star paper, newspaper, brown paper, new baby paper,
birthday paper, Christmas paper. If you have children with nut or dairy allergies, you can include
an alternative treat for them along with the Celebrations. You may want to provide a Pass the
Parcel for each group or one for the whole group, depending on numbers.

Ask the children to take a seat on the floor (in groups, depending on numbers) after the silly
song. There are PowerPoint slides to use throughout this talk in additional document: 12.
Teaching Part 2 PowerPoint

(Slide 1) We were hearing earlier about the Jewish people and the fact that they were waiting
for the Messiah to come. He was the one who was going to rescue them and the one who was
going to be their king. And so they waited, and they waited and they waited! Not just for one
minute, like we did earlier, or for one month like we do as we wait for Christmas to arrive. They
waited hundreds of years.

(Click again) Then one day, an angel, called Gabriel, came to a very young woman called Mary,
and said “The Lord has blessed you, Mary, in a special way. He is with you.” Of course, she was
wondering what was going on. The angel continued: “Don’t be afraid Mary. God is very pleased
with you. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son. You must call him Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a King. The
Son of the Most High God will rule forever over his people. That kingdom will never end.”

Wow! The angel Gabriel has brought this incredible news to this young, very ordinary woman
in the back of beyond in a small town and told her that she is going to become pregnant by
the Holy Spirit and give birth to this Messiah, this rescuer that the Jewish people have been
waiting for all these hundreds of years.

Now, | don’t know about you, but | like presents. | like buying them and wrapping them and
giving them and | also like getting them!

One of the things most people love about Christmas is the presents. We have a Christmas
present here, and we're going to play a game of Pass the Parcel. As we go, we're going to use
the wrapping paper to help us remember what Christmas is all about and what happened at
the very first Christmas 2000 years ago after the angel Gabriel came to Mary and gave her
this news!

(Music)

Inside the first layer of the present, we have Happy Birthday paper. (Slide 2) To a lot of people
today, Christmas is just about presents and parties and Santa. These things are all great and
lots of fun, but it is the birth of this great king, Jesus, that we have been hearing about that we
celebrate every year at Christmas. Jesus’ birthday is the real celebration!

(Music)

The next layer is paper used to give a present for a new-born baby. (Slide 3) At Christmas we



celebrate Jesus, born as a baby. But Jesus was no ordinary baby - he was God’s son. We heard
earlier that the angel appeared to Mary and told her that her baby would be someone very
special. One of the names used for Jesus is “Emmanuel” which means “God with us.” So, Jesus
is God with us, God come to earth and that is what we celebrate at Christmas time.

(Music)

The next layer of paper is plain brown. (Slide 4) It doesn’t look as fancy or as expensive as the
other types of paper. This can remind us that Jesus was born into a poor family. Although he
was a king, and although he was going to be king of all the kings... ever... and of a kingdom that
will never end, he didn’t live in a palace. In fact, he was born in a place where the animals were
kept and laid down to sleep in a manger which was, in fact, an animals’ feeding box.

(Music)

Next, we have newspaper. (Slide 5) On the night Jesus was born, there were shepherds out in

a field looking after their sheep, and an angel appeared to them and told them that Jesus’ birth
was good news for everyone in the whole world, in fact it was news about the coming of a new
king! The Saviour that God had promised to send had come. And of course, this is such good
news for everyone today.

(Music)

Next, we have paper with stars onit. (Slide 6) There is a very important star in the Christmas
story. It appeared in the sky to show that a new king had been born. Wise men who lived a very
long way away knew what this star meant, that this rescuer, this king they had been waiting
for, had been born. So they followed it and found their way to Bethlehem to worship Jesus and
to bring him gifts.... of... ? Anyone know? Gold and frankincense and myrrh.

(Music)

Finally, we have Celebrations. (Slide 7) We all enjoy lots of celebrations at Christmas time, but
for Christians the important thing that we are celebrating is Jesus - that he came to earth to be
a Saviour for everyone and to make a way for us to know God and his love for us and to be part
of his family. (Click slide 8 twice)

If you have played the game in smaller groups, encourage the winner of the box of
Celebrations to share them with the rest of the group.

Gather again to sing and do the actions of ‘All the Angels Sing’.

Send the children back to their group areas with their leaders to go through the questions in
the Group Time document. See additional document: 13. Group Time.

It would be worth printing out a copy of the Bible passage (Luke 2:15-20) for each child. An
easy-to-read translation can be good for this age group such as the NIrV or the Easy-to-Read
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Version. These can be found on the Bible Gateway website. Alternatively give each child a
Bible.

Final Announcements and Prayer (3 minutes)

Depending on the size of the room you could gather the children back together or keep them
in their groups.

Thank them for coming to The Big ADVENTure and take a couple of minutes to let them know
about any other events or groups you want to invite them to e.g. holiday club, school SU Group,
regular church group, SU weekends or holidays. You can have leaflets at their groups for them
to take and put in their bags when they are gathering everything together at the end.

Tell them that they will receive a booklet at their groups. The booklet contains Bible verses,
activities and links to videos that will help them continue exploring the Christmas story at
home. The booklets can be printed from additional document: 14. Children’s Booklet.

Close in prayer.

Tell them to gather their things together at their group areas and give them any instructions
about signing out or where they should wait for the adult who is collecting them.
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Appendix 1
Drama: Christmas Family Fortunes

Characters: Quiz show host, Joseph, Mary (carrying baby doll), Angel Gabriel, Nathan
(shepherd), Casper (wise man), Santa, Mrs Claus, Rudolph, Frosty the snowman, Twinkle the
Christmas elf, Reader

An accompanying PowerPoint is provided in additional document: 8. Drama PowerPoint.

The score screen and sound effects are all controlled by clicking on the PowerPoint where * is
marked on the script. It is recommended that the person operating the PowerPoint rehearses
this in advance to make sure that the sound effects etc. come in the right place.

Slide 1 contains 30 seconds or so of music to allow the actors to take their places. * The
quiz show host should be in the middle with Joseph, Mary, Gabriel, Nathan and Casper on
his/her right (left from the audience’s perspective) and Santa, Mrs Claus, Rudolph, Frosty
and Twinkle on the host’s left. The Reader can be waiting off to one side, ready to step
forward when they speak.

Host: Welcome to this Christmas edition of Family Fortunes. Let’s welcome the two teams
taking part in this festive edition of everyone’s favourite quiz show. Leading Team A we
have Joseph. *

(Music plays and Joseph and his team wave.)

Host: Joseph, can you introduce us to your team?

Joseph: Sure, I'm Joseph, this is my wife Mary and our baby, Jesus. This is the Angel
Gabriel, Nathan the shepherd and Casper the wise man.

Host: Good to meet you all, and the best of luck for today’s show.
Leading Team B, we have Santa. *

(Music plays and Santa and his team wave.)
Host: Can you introduce us to the rest of your team?

Santa: Ho, ho, ho! Certainly, this is my wife Mrs Claus, this is Rudolph my trusty reindeer,
then we have Frosty the Snowman and Twinkle the Christmas elf.

Host: Welcome to the show and good luck to you all.

Joseph and Santa, please step forward and get ready to answer the first question.

We asked 100 people this question and your job is to find the 5 most popular answers.
Fingers ready on the buzzers.

*Question no.1 - What is Christmas really all about?

*(Joseph buzzes.)
Host: Yes, Joseph?

Joseph: Jesus.

13



Host: (puzzled) Jesus?

Joseph: Yes, Christmas is all about Jesus being born.
Host: * Ok, you say Jesus, our survey says... *

(turns to the screen - X lights up.)

Host: Sorry, that’s not one of the top answers so I’'m going to pass it over to Santa. Santa,
what is Christmas really all about?

Santa: Christmas is all about presents.

Host: Let’s see what our survey says. *

(Turns to the screen - the top answer lights up.)

Host: The top answer! Well done. Let’s give Santa a round of applause.

Joseph: But that’s not right. Christmas is about Jesus being born. That’s what’s really
important about Christmas. It’s not just all about presents.

Host: Sorry, Joseph, presents is our top answer. Please return to your team. (He does.) Over
to Santa’s team now to see if they can find any more of the top answers. Mrs Claus, what is
Christmas really all about?

Mrs Claus: Christmas is all about food - turkey and Christmas pudding and mince pies and
chocolate and...

Host: Ok, we get the picture. Christmas is all about food. Our survey says... *
(Turns to the screen - the third answer lights up.)

Host: Well done.
Rudolph, what’s your answer?

Rudolph: Parties and fun.

Host: Let's see if you'reright. *

(Turns to screen - the second answer lights up.)
Nathan: Excuse me, that'’s rubbish.

Casper: That’s not what Christmas is all about.

Host: Quiet please, Joseph’s team. You'll get your chance.
Frosty, what is Christmas all about?

Frosty: That’s easy, it’s all about snow.
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Host: Christmas is all about snow? *
(Turns to the screen - the fourth answer lights up.)

Host: Well done. Only one more answer left to find.
Twinkle, what do you think?

Twinkle: Um... they took all my answers... | don’t know... let me think... ok I've got it,
Christmas is all about finding out who wins Strictly Come Dancing.

Host: Finding out who wins the Strictly Come Dancing? Ok, let’s see if it's up there. *
(Turns to screen - X lights up.)

Host: Sorry, that’s not one of our top answers, so Joseph and his team have a chance to
steal the points. What is Christmas all about? Casper?

Casper: A new-born king.

Host: Nathan?

Nathan: Good news for all mankind.

Host: Gabriel?

Gabriel: Peace on earth.

Host: Mary?

Mary: God sending his son.

Host: Ok, Joseph, which answer are you going to go with?
Joseph: God sending his son.

Host: You say “God sending his son.”
Our survey says... *

(Turns to screen - X lights up.)

Host: Hard luck. So, Santa’s team win that round. Well done to you...
Nathan: But that’s wrong.

Gabriel: You're all missing the point.

Mary: That’s really not what Christmas is all about.

Host: But that’s what our survey says. We asked 100 people what they thought and these
are their answers.
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Joseph: Well, they're wrong. Ok, so we all enjoy presents and parties and snow and all these
things but they’re not the main point. They’re not really what Christmas is all about.

Host: Come on, don’t be bad losers, it’s just a game.

Mary: That’s the thing. It's not just a game. Christmas is one of the most important events
that ever happened in the history of the world.

Joseph: There’s nothing wrong with all those things you're talking about but there’s a lot
more to it than that.

Host: Well, what do you think Christmas is all about then?
Joseph: | already told you. It’s about Jesus.

Reader: The angel said to Mary, You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and you
will name him Jesus. The baby will be holy and will be called the Son of God.

Host: Ok, so it’s about Jesus. I'll admit that, but isn’t that just a story that happened a long
time ago? What does it have to do with us now?

Mrs Claus: Yeah, Christmas today’s about presents and food and putting up decorations to
make the place look nice.

Mary: The place my son was born in wasn’t very nice.
Reader: While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have the baby and she
gave birth to her first son. Because there were no rooms left in the inn, she wrapped the

baby with pieces of cloth and laid him in a box where animals are fed.

Host: Fair enough but that was a long time ago. What does that have to do with Christmas
today?

Gabriel: It’'s good news for everyone, for all time.

Nathan: That’s what the angel told us. | was out in the fields with some of the other
shepherds when suddenly the angel appeared and told us the wonderful news. He's not just
an ordinary baby.

Reader: The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid. | am bringing you good news that will be a
great joy to all the people. Today your Saviour was born in the town of David. He is Christ the
Lord.”

Rudolph: | don’t get it then. If Christmas is all about Jesus, why do we have presents and all
those kinds of things?

Casper: | brought Jesus presents along with the other wise men. We wanted to show him
how special he was. That’s why people give presents now, to remember what we did.
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Reader: They came to the house where the child was and saw him with his mother, Mary,
and they bowed down and worshipped him. They opened their gifts and gave him treasures
of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Host: Well that’s all very interesting. I've learned some new things about Christmas, but I'm
afraid it doesn’t change anything...

Joseph: (interrupting) The whole point is that it changed everything.

Host: (ignoring Joseph and carrying on)... Santa and his team are the winners with 93 points.
Joseph and his team have 0. * (music and words on screen - Team B win)

That'’s all we have time for in this festive edition of Family Fortunes but join us again on
Boxing Day for our next show. We've heard lots of different ideas today of what Christmas is
all about but let me leave you with a question - what is Christmas really all about for you? *

(Music plays and actors go off.)

© Lesley Crawford 2009
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Appendix 2

Big ADVENTure Games
Snowball Fight

You will need: white paper

Divide the children into two teams and have them on opposite sides of the hall with something
to mark the line in the middle of the hall between the teams. Give each team some sheets

of white paper. When the time starts they can scrunch the paper into “snowballs” and throw
them at the other team. They can also pick up the snowballs that have been thrown at them
and throw them back. Give a countdown and then tell the children to stop throwing. The team
that has the least snowballs on their side of the hall wins.

Christmas Pictionary
You will need: pens and paper

Divide the children into teams and get each team to choose one member of the team to
begin the game. The chosen team member comes to the leader of the game and is given

a Christmas-themed word, which they have to go and draw for their team. When someone
guesses the word, a different member of the team comes to the leader to get the next word.
This is repeated until they have reached the end of the leader’s list of words. The first team to
do this wins.

Some possible words you could use are: holly, reindeer, shepherd, turkey, star, Christmas
pudding, Christmas carols, angel, tinsel, cracker.

Rudolph Relay
You will need: red paper circles, Vaseline

Divide the children into teams and have each team stand in a line. Give each child a circle of red
paper to be their reindeer nose, and give each team a tub of Vaseline. The first team member
should use the Vaseline to stick on their reindeer nose and then run to the other end of the hall
and back to their place. Each team member then does the same in turn. If their reindeer nose
falls off at any point, they must pick it up and stick it back on before they can continue. The
team which has all its members complete the relay first wins.

Penguin Waddle
You will need: balloons
As with the previous game, have the children divided into teams with each team standingin a

line. Give a balloon to the child at the front of each team. They must put it between their knees
and waddle like a penguin to the other end of the hall and back before passing the balloon to
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the next child in the team. If they drop the balloon at any point, they must pick it up and put it
back in position before they continue. The team which has all its members complete the relay

first wins.

You will need: white toilet roll, hats, scarves etc.
Divide the children into teams. Give each team white toilet roll and have some clothes, such as

hats and scarves, available. Challenge them to choose one member of their team to dress as a
snowman. Give them a time limit and see which team can create the best snowman.



Appendix 3

You will need:

Printouts of additional document: 10. Craft Printable (front) on green card, printouts of
additional document: 11. Craft Printable (back) on white card, craft knife and cutting board,
PVA glue and glue spreaders, deco pens or glitter glue pens, felt pens or coloured pencils,
glitter star stickers and a selection of stickers to decorate.

In advance:

Cut along three sides of each of the ‘doors’ on the green card using a craft knife and cutting
board.

On the day:

Use felt pens or coloured pencils to colour the small pictures on the white card, then decorate
the green card to look like a Christmas tree using deco pens/ glitter glue pens and stickers.
Place a star sticker on the top of the tree. Glue around the edge of the white card, lay the
green card on top, press to stick the card together and leave to dry. There are Bible verses on
the back of additional document: 11 to explain each window.
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Appendix 1

Group lime

1. Q. Have you ever received some surprising news? What
was the surprise? What did it feel like?

Read together Luke 2:15-20.

2. There are some responses in these verses to the birth
of Jesus.

Q. What were the shepherds’ responses?
A. Let’s go and find out, and let’s tell everyonel!

Q. What was Mary’s response?
A. Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them

in her heart.

3. Q. Which of the shepherds’ responses do you relate
to more?

Q. What might you do to find out more about Jesus/tell
others about Jesus?

4. Read verse 19 again.
Let’s think about what we can be doing over the next few

weeks leading up to Christmas in order to think about
who Jesus is and what Christmas is about.
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