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Come and join us on an Easter Adventure! This is a holiday club style event, lasting 
two and a half hours, written with P4s to P7s in mind. The resource could be used 
by churches, Messy Church teams or holiday club teams. The programme takes 
the children on a journey from Palm Sunday to the Resurrection, and includes an 
introductory activity, drama, games, Bible teaching, crafts and songs, finishing with 
group time and a Bible devotional booklet for the children to take home. 

The resource aims to engage the children with all their senses and bring to life what 
Easter is really all about! It draws on the prophecies of the Old Testament and shows 
that none of the events of the Easter week were an accident but very much in the 
mind and heart of God from the beginning. Whether hearing about the events of 
that week for the first time, or not, this is an adventure not to be missed! Our prayer 
is that children will be keen to carry on the adventure at future events. 

Team Roles:

Introduction

Team leader 

2-3 team to share the teaching from the front 

5 for the Mystery of the Missing Body drama (plus 1 on video)

3 for the Garden of Gethsemane drama 

2 leaders per group 

1 games leader 

1-2 craft leaders 

2 for registration 

1-2 helpers to take children to their groups 

1-2 to prepare and serve snacks 
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Programme:

Timings have been included for each part of the programme. Below is an example 
timetable for an event running from 2.00-4.30pm.
 
1.45pm - Arrival and Intro Activities 
 
2.05pm - Countdown 
 
2.10pm - Gather – welcome and introduction to theme 
 
2.15pm - Song: 1,2,3 Jesus is Alive 
 
2.20pm - Drama – The Mystery of the Missing Body 
 
2.30pm - Prophecy Egg Hunt 
 
2.35pm - Palm Sunday 
 
2.42pm - Games/ Crafts 
 
3.04pm - Snack time in groups 
 
3.14pm - The Last Supper – teaching and discussion in groups 
 
3.21pm - Garden of Gethsemane 
 
3.26pm - Trial before Pilate 
 
3.31pm - Games/ Crafts 
 
3.53pm - Jesus’ Crucifixion 
 
3.57pm - Why is Jesus’ death important? 
 
4.03pm - Jesus’ Burial 
 
4.05pm - Jesus’ Resurrection 
 
4.09pm - Song: 1,2,3 Jesus is Alive 
 
4.12pm - Group Time 
 
4.24pm - Final Announcements and Prayer 

Throughout the script, the sections that are written word-for-word as you might say 
them to the children are coloured purple (though feel free to put these sections into 
your own words) and the prophecies which are featured throughout the programme 
are coloured pink.
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Registration

It is helpful to have children pre-booked for the event as this allows you to organise 
the groups in advance. Six to eight children in a group is an ideal number, with two 
group leaders. Know the maximum number of children who can attend according to 
the number of team you have and the space where your event is being held.  

When children are registering on arrival at the event, give them a name sticker. Have 
two friendly and welcoming helpers available to take them to their group to ensure 
they find it and are not overwhelmed by a new place and new people. 

Possible group names for the event are: scrambled eggs, boiled eggs, poached eggs, 
eggs benedict, fried eggs, chocolate eggs, omelettes, baked eggs. 
(Group posters in additional documents: Group Posters.) 

Print A3 posters to place at each of the group stations. Have a box at each group 
station with all that you will need for the introductory activities as well as tissues, 
hand gel and a bag for rubbish. 

Arrival and Introductory Activities 
(from 15 minutes before advertised start time)

Register the children and direct them to their group. 

Introductory Activities 

You will need: colouring pens, pencils or crayons (green, blue and brown in particular) 
sticky tape and scissors, copies of colour by numbers and wordsearch documents, 
white paper bags

1. Make a palm branch: see Appendix 1: Palm Branch Introductory Activity
 
2. Colour by numbers: print from additional document: Easter Colour by Numbers 
 
3. Wordsearch: print from additional document: Easter Adventure Word Search and  
     Easter Adventure Word Search Answers. This can be taken home if time runs out.  
                        
4. Paper bags: It can be useful to give each child a paper bag when they arrive so  
     that they have something to take their crafts home in. These can be purchased  
     here: white paper bags. Make sure they put their name on the bag. They might  
     enjoy decorating the bag with their name or other Easter themed pictures. These  
     could be printed off and cut out in advance for them to choose, colour in and stick  
     on. This could be an activity you have ready if a child arrives early and completes  
     the other activities quickly. Click here for some suggestions:  
     Artful Homemaking: Free colouring in Pictures

https://www.amazon.co.uk/MARENT-Handles-Shopping-Packaging-Wedding/dp/B07TVY7WZ1/ref=sxin_13_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?crid=2AG2QRY2OYXXF&cv_ct_cx=white+paper+bags+with+handles&keywords=white+paper+bags+with+handles&pd_rd_i=B07TVY7WZ1&pd_rd_r=4955614e-6fcd-4128-96c2-482b95956a8c&pd_rd_w=S1BxU&pd_rd_wg=btnLL&pf_rd_p=ab821e58-ba6a-4eef-9efe-53415a3700a2&pf_rd_r=1HKRF1D221F7G6DN915Q&qid=1643204530&sprefix=white+paper+bags+with+handles%2Caps%2C76&sr=1-1-8e68915f-140a-472d-a4a3-a7db7efc16f0-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEySDVWN0U0QzhGOUtMJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDI1Njk1MlBIMkhONFREM0Q4NCZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMDU3NDgxMjVSR0JZWFY3VDRKSSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX3NlYXJjaF90aGVtYXRpYyZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.artfulhomemaking.com/free-easter-coloring-pages
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Countdown  
(start 5 minutes after advertised start time)

The main message of Easter for Christians is that Jesus rose from the dead. He was 
put to death on a cross but on the third day he rose to life again, and that is what 
Christians celebrate on Easter Sunday. We’re going to explore some of the events 
leading up to his death and resurrection this afternoon, but for now let’s sing a song 
which celebrates the end of the story and the whole point of Easter – that Jesus rose 
from the dead.

Suggested song: 1,2,3 Jesus Is Alive by Yancy Ministries
• Lyric video for children to sing along to: One Two Three - YouTube 
• Actions (get a couple of leaders to learn this in advance): 1-2-3 Jesus is Alive -  
  YouTube 
• Chords (if you prefer to use live musicians): ONE TWO THREE CHORDS by Yancy  
  @ Ultimate-Guitar.Com 
  An alternative or additional song is He’s Alive, He’s Alive by Yancy Ministries.
• Lyric video: Yancy & Little Praise Party - He’s Alive, He’s Alive [OFFICIAL EASTER  
  KIDS WORSHIP MUSIC VIDEO] - YouTube 
• Actions: He’s Alive, He’s Alive - YouTube

Welcome the children to Easter Adventure! 

Introduce yourself and any other team members who will be hosting or presenting. 
Explain that you have lots of fun activities in store – games, crafts, music, drama, 
snack, time to chat in groups… and you hope they are going to enjoy their time 
together.

Explain where the toilets are and any rules about this (e.g. to let their group leader 
know before going to the toilet.)

Tell them what to do if there is a fire alarm.

Introduce the theme:
We are here today to think about Easter.
I don’t know what comes to mind when you think about Easter. For a lot of people, 
it’s all about chocolate and bunnies, but you probably also know that it’s about Jesus. 
How does it all fit together? It can be a bit confusing!

Optional video: A little girl asks her dad about Easter (1 minute 24 seconds) 
Easter: A Scottish three year old’s take... - YouTube 
Today we are going to be exploring the Easter story from the Bible and trying to find 
out what Easter is really all about and what it means for us.

Song: 1,2,3 Jesus is Alive (5 minutes)

Gather – welcome and introduction to theme 
(5 minutes – starting 10 minutes after advertised start time)

You could start a five-minute countdown timer (for example, Electric - 5 Minute 
Countdown - YouTube) so that leaders can encourage children to finish and tidy up 
their activities before gathering together at the front.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIf9jv4pVTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qf1BhB5EQ0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qf1BhB5EQ0U
https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/yancy/one-two-three-chords-1980277
https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/yancy/one-two-three-chords-1980277
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N29pfecIiYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N29pfecIiYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuLR6BWTh9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdHsJBKMcSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTczn5RUgnk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTczn5RUgnk
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Drama   
The Mystery of the Missing Body (10 minutes)

After the song, get the children to sit down; then go straight into the drama with no 
introduction. The drama script can be found in Appendix 2 as well as in an additional 
document for ease of printing for team: Drama – The Mystery Of The Missing Body.
There is also an accompanying PowerPoint presentation (The Mystery Of The 
Missing Body). Slide 1 contains 30 seconds of music which will allow the actors time 
to get into position.

The drama imagined what it might have been like for some of the characters who 
were there at the time of Jesus’ death and resurrection, but now we are going to 
look at what the Bible actually says about it. There certainly was a lot of surprise and 
confusion and people wondered if it could really be true that Jesus had risen from 
the dead.

Although it seemed surprising and confusing to the people, the Bible shows that 
everything that happened to Jesus was part of God’s plan. Hundreds of years before 
Jesus was born as a baby, people called prophets had written about what would 
happen to him. We have the words these prophets wrote in the Old Testament of the 
Bible, so we are going to look at some of the things they predicted about what would 
happen to Jesus.

Ask the children to hunt for the prophecies that have been hidden around the room 
beforehand.

There are a few different options here:
1. Hide six plastic Easter eggs each containing a slip of paper with a prophecy (you 
will need to either number the eggs or use six different colours and have a note 
of the order in which they are to be opened) – you can find slips containing the 
prophecies in additional document: Prophecy Slips For Eggs

2. Hide six plastic Easter eggs per group (each containing a different prophecy) and 
allocate each group a particular colour of egg to find (you will need to number the 
eggs for each group) – you can find slips containing the prophecies in additional 
document: Prophecy Slips For Eggs

3. Hide six cardboard eggs per group (each with a different prophecy) and allocate 
each group a particular colour of egg to find. These can be printed from additional 
document: Eggs For Prophecy Hunt - just use as many colours as you need for the 
number of groups you have.

Explain how the egg hunt will work and tell the children that as you go through the 
session you will look at each of the different prophecies in turn. Get them to keep 
the eggs that they find at their group areas for now.

Prophecy Egg Hunt (5 minutes)
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Palm Sunday (7 minutes)

Ask one of the children to read out the prophecy from the first egg:

“People of Jerusalem, shout! See, your king comes to you… He is humble and riding 
on a donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9)

We’re going to think about how that prophecy came true in Jesus’ life. It happened 
on Palm Sunday, which was one week before Easter, and we are going to act out the 
scene.

Ask the children to get the palm leaves they made earlier, and line up on each side of 
the hall with a clear path down the middle.

Ask them how they would feel if someone famous was coming to visit – maybe 
someone they have heard a lot about or seen on TV but never had the chance 
to meet in real life. You could ask them to suggest a few examples, e.g. famous 
footballers, singers or TV personalities. How would they feel if they were going to 
get to meet that person?

The crowd gathering to meet Jesus that day were very excited. Everyone was talking 
about Jesus. Over the last few years he had done lots of miracles – healing people 
who were sick, turning water into wine, feeding thousands of people with one boy’s 
packed lunch, even raising people from the dead! Some people believed that Jesus 
was the Son of God. They couldn’t wait to meet Jesus for themselves, so when they 
heard he was coming, a huge crowd gathered on the road leading into Jerusalem.

Tell the children you want them to imagine that they are the people of Jerusalem and 
Jesus is about to arrive and travel down the path in front of them. Get them to think 
about how excited they would be.

Tell them that as Jesus entered the city, riding on a donkey, the crowd cheered and 
shouted and welcomed him as their king. They spread their cloaks on the ground in 
front of him (just like you might lay out a red carpet to welcome someone famous.) 
They took palm leaves from the trees nearby, waved them to welcome Jesus and 
threw them on the ground too.

As he rode into the city, they shouted, “Hosanna,” and, “Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord.” 

Practise shouting these words with the children. Ask them to imagine Jesus is 
arriving and then to act out the scene by shouting and waving their palm leaves. Tell 
them that when you raise your hands you want them to stop and be quiet.

Then get the children to sit down and watch this video from the Lumo Project to see 
what happened on Palm Sunday: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlOSiWSwfO4 
Stop the video at 1.41. This section covers Luke 19:28-40.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlOSiWSwfO4
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Games / Crafts  
(20 minutes plus 2 minutes to move to activities)

Crafts:

This is included in Appendix 5. For ease of printing for group leaders, it can also be 
found in additional document: Easter Adventure Group Time.

Provide a tray of snacks and juice for each group.

Suggestions are found in Appendix 4: Easter Adventure Crafts

The Last Supper – Group Time 1 (7 minutes)

Snack time in groups (10 minutes)

Suggestions are found in Appendix 3: Easter Adventure Games

Games:

Explain that the story of Jesus will continue later, but now it is time for games and 
crafts.

Depending on numbers, you may want to split the children into two groups. One 
group will do games and the other will do crafts. Later on in the programme they 
will do the other activity. If you have a smaller group and you prefer to keep all the 
children together you could decide whether they will do games or crafts in this slot.
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Garden of Gethsemane (5 minutes)

Gather everyone back together. The team members playing Peter, James and John 
pretend to be asleep at the front of the room. (Scripts for the leaders are available 
in the additional document: Garden Of Gethsemane Drama.) Point them out to the 
children, wondering who they are and what they are doing there. Get the children to 
shout to wake them up.

(Peter, James and John wake up and are startled to see everyone.)

Peter: Where are we? What’s happening?

James: Who are all these people?

Leader: We’re here doing an event to find out about Easter. Who are you, and why 
were you sleeping?

John: Were we sleeping?

Leader: Yes!

Peter: Oh, not again.

James: We just can’t seem to stay awake. 

John: It’s just like what happened in the garden.

Leader: In the garden?

Peter: Just before Jesus died. I’m Peter and this is James and John. We’re some of his 
followers.

James: Judas had gone off to betray Jesus, and Jesus knew what was going to 
happen. He was sad and troubled, so he went to the garden to pray to God. He asked 
us to pray too, and we did try…

John: We really did try, but we just couldn’t stay awake.

Peter: It was embarrassing. Three times he asked us to pray, and three times we fell 
asleep.

James: Then Judas showed up. He had a gang of men with him, and he pointed Jesus 
out to them and they arrested him.

Peter: I wanted to defend Jesus, so I grabbed my sword, but Jesus told me to put it 
away.

John: He said he could have asked and God would have sent angels to rescue him, 
but that he had to go with the men because this was part of God’s plan. It was what 
the prophets had written about.

James: So he let them arrest him, and we just had to stand there and watch.
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Peter: It all worked out ok in the end, but it certainly didn’t feel like it at that moment.

John: Anyway, sorry to interrupt your gathering. We’ll go now and leave you to it.

(Peter, James and John go off.)

Ask one of the children to read the prophecy from the second egg:

Even my close friend, someone I trusted, has failed me. I even shared my bread with 
him. (Psalm 41:9)

Judas betraying Jesus had been prophesied hundreds of years before.

Ask one of the children to read the prophecy from the third egg:

“He was treated badly and made to suffer. But he didn’t open his mouth.” 
(Isaiah 53:7)

We heard that, in the garden, Jesus let the men arrest him without fighting back. 
We’re going to hear more about this prophecy coming true in the next part of our 
story.
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Trial before Pilate (5 minutes)

Jesus was taken before the high priest and his council. People came and told lies 
about Jesus, trying to get him put to death.

Finally, Jesus was taken to Pilate who was the Roman Governor. He had to make 
the final decision about what would happen to Jesus. He asked Jesus questions, but 
Jesus said nothing to defend himself.

Pilate didn’t think Jesus had done anything wrong, so he wanted to find a way to set 
him free, and he had an idea.

During the Passover celebration each year, there was a custom that one prisoner 
would be set free and the crowd could choose who it would be. Pilate decided to 
give the crowd a choice. They could free Jesus or they could free Barabbas. We 
heard about Barabbas in the drama earlier. He was known for being a dangerous and 
violent criminal, so Pilate was sure the crowd would choose to free Jesus.

However, Jesus’ enemies persuaded the crowd to do what they wanted.

Ask the children to act as the crowd. You will say Pilate’s words and they will shout 
out the crowd’s words that appear on the screen. (PowerPoint can be found in 
additional document: Pilate – Words For Crowd)

Pilate: Who do you want me to free for you? Jesus or Barabbas?

Crowd: Barabbas!

Pilate: Don’t you want me to free Jesus?

Crowd: No! Free Barabbas!

Pilate: What should I do with Jesus then?

Crowd: Crucify him!

Pilate: But why? What crime has he committed?

Crowd: Crucify him!

The crowd kept on shouting for Jesus to be crucified and Pilate realised he wasn’t 
going to change their minds. Finally, he gave the people what they wanted. He set 
Barabbas free, and he handed Jesus over to the soldiers. He gave orders that Jesus 
should be whipped and then handed over to be crucified. 



13

Games / Crafts  
(20 minutes plus 2 minutes to move to activities)

Gather the children back together. 

Tell the next part of the story by reading Luke 23:26-27, 32-49 while displaying 
the PowerPoint provided. A script is below, indicating when to display each slide. 
(PowerPoint is included in additional document: The Crucifixion)

(Slide 1) 26 As the soldiers led Jesus away, they took hold of Simon. Simon was from 
Cyrene. He was on his way in from the country. They put a wooden cross on his 
shoulders. Then they made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people 
followed Jesus. Some were women whose hearts were filled with sorrow. They cried 
loudly because of him…

32 Two other men were also led out with Jesus to be killed. Both of them had broken 
the law. 33 The soldiers brought them to the place called the Skull. (Slide 2) There 
they nailed Jesus to the cross. He hung between the two criminals. One was on his 
right and one was on his left. (Slide 3) 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them. They don’t 
know what they are doing.” The soldiers divided up his clothes by casting lots.

35 The people stood there watching. The rulers even made fun of Jesus. (Slide 4) 
They said, “He saved others. Let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen 
One.”

36 The soldiers also came up and poked fun at him. They offered him wine vinegar. 
(Slide 5) 37 They said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
(Slide 6) 38 A written sign had been placed above him. It read,

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

39 One of the criminals hanging there made fun of Jesus. (Slide 7) He said, “Aren’t you 
the Messiah? Save yourself! Save us!”

40 But the other criminal scolded him. (Slide 8) “Don’t you have any respect for 
God?” he said. “Remember, you are under the same sentence of death. 41 We are 
being punished fairly. We are getting just what our actions call for. But this man 
hasn’t done anything wrong.”

(Slide 9) 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

43 Jesus answered him, “What I’m about to tell you is true. (Slide 10) Today you will 
be with me in paradise.”

44 It was now about noon. (Slide 11) Then darkness covered the whole land until 
three o’clock. 45 The sun had stopped shining. The temple curtain was torn in two. 

Jesus’ Crucifixion (4 minutes)

Tell the children that you will return to Jesus’ story shortly, but for now you are going 
to do games / crafts. The children do whichever one they did not do earlier.
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(Slide 12) 46 Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
life.” After he said this, he took his last breath. 47 The Roman commander saw what 
had happened. (Slide 13) He praised God and said, “Jesus was surely a man who did 
what was right.” 48 The people had gathered to watch this sight. When they saw 
what happened, they felt very sad. Then they went away. 49 But all those who knew 
Jesus stood not very far away, watching these things. They included the women who 
had followed him from Galilee.

Ask one of the children to read the prophecy from the fourth egg:

“A group of sinful people has closed in on me... They have pierced my hands and my 
feet... People stare at me. They laugh when I suffer. They divide up my clothes among 
them. They cast lots for what I am wearing.” (Psalm 22:16-18)

Although this part of the story is very sad, it was also part of God’s plan. 

Why is Jesus’ death important? (6 minutes)

(For this illustration you will need two large name tags (one saying “God” and the 
other “People”), some post-it notes and pens and a couple of leaders to help. You 
will also need a large cross which can be moved. This could be a wooden cross if you 
have one, or you could draw the outline of a cross on a large sheet of paper and stick 
it to the back of a chair. It would be a good idea to rehearse this section with some 
leaders beforehand.)

But why was it God’s plan for Jesus to die?

Ask two children to volunteer to come out to the front. Tell them that one is going to 
represent God and the other is going to represent people, and give them the name 
tags.

At the start of the Bible, it tells us that God created people to know him and to love 
him. (Have the two children standing together side by side.)

But then, people decided to do things their own way instead of following God. 
(Get the child representing people to walk a short distance away from the child 
representing God and to turn their back on him.)

Sin came into the world. That’s the word the Bible uses for all the things we do 
wrong. Can you think of some examples? 

Ask the children to suggest examples of sins and have a couple of leaders ready to 
write them on post-it notes and stick them on the back of the child representing 
people.

The Bible tells us that sin separates us from God. 

But God still cared (tell the child representing God to turn towards the other child) 
and so he made a way for people to come back to him. He did that by sending Jesus. 
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(Move the cross into the space between the two children.) Jesus was God, but he 
was born to live on earth as a human, and he was the only human who never sinned.

When Jesus died on the cross, he took all the sin of the world upon himself. (Leaders 
take the post-it notes from the child’s back and stick them to the cross.)

This means that by trusting in Jesus we are forgiven and we can be friends with God
because our sin no longer separates us from him. (Tell the child representing people 
to move back over beside the child representing God.)

That’s why, even though Jesus’ death is sad, it is something Christians celebrate.

(Let the children return to their seats.)

Jesus’ Burial (2 minutes)

After Jesus died, his body was taken down from the cross, and a man called Joseph 
asked if he could take it and bury it in a tomb he had. Pilate gave permission, so 
Joseph took Jesus’ body and put it in the tomb. Then he rolled a heavy stone across 
the entrance to seal it.

(To illustrate this you could have a tomb at the front of the space, even as simple as a 
table with a dark-coloured cloth over it and a cardboard stone to roll in front of it. You 
could have a sheet inside to represent the grave clothes.)

Jesus’ burial was also something that was written about by the prophets.

Ask one of the children to read the prophecy from the fifth egg:

He was given a grave with those who were evil. But his body was buried in the tomb 
of a rich man. (Isaiah 53:9)

Jesus’ Resurrection (4 minutes)

Most of the people who were there at the time thought that was the end of Jesus’ 
story. He had died and been buried; now it was over, but as we know from what we’ve 
heard already this afternoon, it wasn’t the end of the story!

Ask one of the children to read the prophecy from the sixth egg:

You will not leave me in the place of the dead. You will not let your faithful one rot 
away. (Psalm 16:10)

It was prophesied that Jesus would rise from the dead, and it is also something that 
Jesus himself predicted would happen.

On the Sunday morning, the third day since Jesus’ death, some women who were his 
friends went to his tomb and they found it open.
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(If you have created a tomb prop, roll the stone aside.)

They saw that Jesus’ body was gone. (Take out the sheet from inside the tomb.) The 
cloths his body had been wrapped in were there, but there was no sign at all of the 
body itself. Then an angel told them the amazing news that Jesus had risen from 
the dead! At first, as we saw in the drama, people weren’t sure what to believe, but 
the Bible tells us that Jesus appeared to Mary, to the disciples and to several other 
people too. They got to see for themselves that he really was alive, and this is the 
reason Christians celebrate Easter. Jesus showed that his power is stronger than 
death and he promises eternal life with God for those who trust in him.

Song: 1,2,3 Jesus is Alive (3 minutes)

Gather the children back together.

Thank them for coming to Easter Adventure and let them know about any other 
events or groups you want to invite them to e.g. summer holiday club, school SU 
Group, regular church group, SU Holidays or weekends. You can have leaflets at their 
groups for them to take and put in their bags when they are gathering everything 
together at the end.

Tell them that they will receive a booklet when they go to their groups. It contains 
Bible verses, activities and links to videos that will help them continue exploring the 
Easter story at home. The booklets can be printed from the additional document: 
Easter Adventure Booklet.

Close in prayer.

Send them to their group areas to gather their things together and give them 
any instructions about signing out or where they should wait for the adult who is 
collecting them.

Final Announcements and Prayer (5 minutes)

Group Time 2 (12 minutes)

This is included in Appendix 5. For ease of printing for group leaders, it can also be 
found in an additional document: Easter Adventure Group Time.
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Appendix 1: Palm Branch Introductory Activity

You will need a sheet of green sugar paper for each child.   

Click here for an example of where to purchase this:  
A2 Recycled Green Sugar Paper 50 Sheets 

1. Fold an A2 sheet of paper in four

2. The children  then draw the outline of half a palm leaf, ensuring the centre of the  
     leaf is along the fold. 

3. Cut along the lines drawn and open once to A3 size.

4. Make sure the children write their name on their palm branch. They can then use  
     these when they are the crowd welcoming Jesus in the telling of the Palm Sunday  
     story later in the programme.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Recycled-Green-Sugar-sheets-BCreative/dp/B06XGWSV4T/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3KAD38TPWKYP&keywords=green+sugar+paper&qid=1643202793&sprefix=green+sugar+paper%2Caps%2C75&sr=8-3
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Appendix 2: Drama – The Mystery Of The Missing Body

Note to leaders: The drama is designed to introduce the children to the events of the 
first Easter in an attention-grabbing way. It is based on the events recorded in the 
Bible, but it imagines how certain characters, e.g. Barabbas and the centurion, may 
have responded. For children with little knowledge of the Easter Story the aim is to 
catch their interest and leave them wanting to discover more (which they will do in 
the rest of the programme). For children who are more familiar with the story, the 
aim is to give them a fresh perspective and to help them consider what it might have 
been like for those who were there at the time. 

The section following the drama includes an explanation to the children that some 
elements of the drama are imagined.

Characters: Presenter 1, Presenter 2, Miriam (on video), Barabbas, Claudius, Mary

An accompanying PowerPoint is provided as additional document: The Mystery Of 
The Missing Body PowerPoint.

(You can create a video of Miriam’s report on Zoom by downloading image 2 from 
https://freebibleimages.org/photos/jesus-alive/ and setting it as your background. 
Then you can use the record feature on Zoom to film the report and insert the video 
into your PowerPoint. Alternatively, a ready-made version of Miriam’s report has 
been included.)
 
(Slide 1) Theme music (as the music plays, Presenters 1 and 2, Barabbas and Claudius 
come and take their positions at the front. Have the Presenters at the front and 
Barabbas and Claudius off to the side / at the back ready to step forward when it is 
time for their interviews.) 
 
Presenter 1: Good afternoon, and welcome to this special news report. 
Today we have a very interesting, and very strange story to explore – a real-life 
mystery. 
 
Presenter 2: (Slide 2) Over the last few years, we have followed the story of Jesus, 
the famous teacher and miracle-worker from Nazareth. (Slide 3) Just a week ago 
he rode into Jerusalem, welcomed as king by the excited crowds. However, events 
took a dramatic turn when Jesus was arrested late on Thursday night and (Slide 4) 
we thought that his story had come to an end on Friday afternoon when Jesus was 
nailed to a cross and put to death. 
 
Presenter 1: However, the story of Jesus continues. This morning, we have received 
reports that the tomb has been found open and Jesus’ body is gone! 
What could have happened? Join us as we investigate. 
 
(Slide 5) Short theme music 
 
Presenter 2: Today, as we explore the mystery of Jesus’ missing body, let’s go first to 
his tomb where our reporter Miriam is on the scene. Hello, Miriam, can you hear us? 
 
Miriam (on video – Slide 6): Yes, hello, I am here outside Jesus’ tomb, and there’s no 
question that something very strange has happened. I arrived here this morning to 
be greeted by a hysterical woman telling me that Jesus was alive! I think she was one 
of Jesus’ followers, but she rushed off, saying she had to get to Galilee. She seemed 

https://freebibleimages.org/photos/jesus-alive/
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a bit… confused. I mean, we all saw Jesus die. 

Anyway, it is very strange. The tomb is open and there is no sign at all of the guards 
who stood outside. There are some reports that they were taken ill, but this is still 
unclear. 

Inside the tomb, I can see the cloths that Jesus’ body was wrapped in, but no sign at 
all of the body itself. It really is a mystery! 
 
Presenter 2: Thanks, Miriam. It certainly is. Please keep us posted as the story 
develops. 
 
Presenter 1: (Slide 7) We also have some guests here in the studio that we’re hoping 
can shed some light on the situation. First of all, we’re going to speak to two people 
who were present when Jesus died - Barabbas and Claudius. 
 
(Barabbas and Claudius come forward.) 
 
Presenter 1: Now, Barabbas, let’s hear from you first. What can you tell us about the 
death of Jesus? 
 
Barabbas: It shouldn’t have been him. It should have been me. He didn’t deserve to 
die. 
 
Presenter 1: What do you mean? 
 
Barabbas: We’d both been put on trial, and both of us were sentenced to death. 
I knew I deserved it, but he didn’t. He hadn’t done anything wrong, but for some 
reason the crowd seemed to be against him. 
(Slide 8) Since it was the Passover, the custom is that one prisoner is set free, so 
Pilate, the governor, gave the crowd a choice – free Jesus or free me. Well, it was 
obvious who they were going to choose, wasn’t it? 
(Slide 9) I could hardly believe it when I heard the crowd shouting my name! Why 
would they want to free me rather than him? 
Anyway, I was set free, I thought I’d hang around to see what happened. (Slide 10) 
The whole time he was on that cross I just kept thinking it should have been me. 
And then, while he was hanging there, he spoke to one of the thieves on the cross 
beside him, telling him he would be with him in paradise. There’s certainly something 
different about Jesus.
 
Presenter 1: And do you have any idea what could have happened to his body? 
 
Barabbas: (Slide 11) No idea at all. 
 
Presenter 1: Thank you Barabbas. 
 
Presenter 2: Now, Claudius, you were there too when Jesus was crucified. I believe 
you were the centurion in charge of the crucifixion. 
 
Claudius: That’s right. And we did it properly. I’ve been in the crucifixion business for 
twenty years and we know how to make sure they’re dead. There’s no question at all 
of him still being alive. I do wish there was though. 
 
Presenter 2: Wait a minute. You crucified Jesus, and yet you wish he was alive? 
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Claudius: Yes, I know it sounds crazy. Like I say, I’ve been crucifying people for  
twenty years, but never anyone like Jesus. He was… different. 

Claudius: (Slide 12) Well, he seemed so calm. Usually the people we crucify are 
terrified, but it seemed like he was the one in control. Do you know what he did as 
he was being nailed to the cross? He prayed and asked God to forgive the soldiers! 
Then, like Barabbas said, when he spoke to that thief… He seemed so sure of what 
he was doing and where he was going. 
When he died, there was only one conclusion I could draw – this man was the Son of 
God… and we killed him! 
 
Presenter 2: What happened to his body after he died? 
 
Claudius: A man called Joseph asked to take it and bury it, so Pilate gave permission. 
(Slide 13) Joseph had a tomb and that’s where he put the body. That’s all I know… Oh, 
except that Pilate asked for guards to be sent there to watch the tomb. According to 
the Jewish leaders, Jesus had said he would rise from the dead on the third day, and 
they wanted to be sure that his disciples wouldn’t steal the body and pretend he had 
risen from the dead. 
You don’t think… you don’t think that’s what happened? 
 
Presenter 2: (Slide 14) What? That his disciples stole the body? 
 
Claudius: No, of course not! I assigned the best guards to that tomb. They would 
never have managed it. What I mean is… you don’t think, he actually has risen from 
the dead? 
 
Presenter 2: Em… well…no, I don’t. That would be ridiculous! 
 
(Mary bursts into the studio.) 
 
Mary: He’s alive, he’s alive! 
 
Presenter 1: Excuse me, madam, we are in the middle of a news report here. You 
can’t just burst in. 
 
Mary: But Jesus is alive! It’s actually true. I saw him! 
 
Presenter 2: Wait a minute. Who are you? 
 
Mary: I’m Mary – one of his closest friends. We went this morning to take oils and 
spices to put on his body, and he wasn’t there! 
 
Presenter 1: Yes, we know the tomb was empty. That’s the whole point of this 
programme, but what makes you think he’s alive? There are lots of other possible 
explanations. 
 
Mary: But there was an angel. 
 
Presenter 1: An angel? 
 
Mary: Yes, and he said, “Jesus is not here; he has risen from the dead.” He said to go 
and tell his other friends, so we went, and I was still a bit confused, but then I actually 
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saw him for myself. Jesus is alive! … Don’t look at me like that. I’m not mad! It’s true! 
Just you wait. You’ll see for yourself! 
 
Presenter 2: Unfortunately our time is up, so that brings us to the end of this rather 
 unusual news report. What really happened to Jesus’ body? 

Mary: He’s alive! 
 
Presenter 2: (ignoring Mary and carrying on) That question remains unanswered, 
but we will continue to investigate. We’ll be back with an update at 6pm. Until then, 
goodbye. 
 
(Slide 15) Theme music 
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Appendix 3: Easter Adventure Games

Pictionary: 

The children can stay in their groups for this. Each group is to choose a volunteer 
to start. They will go to the leader who will give them the first word to draw for their 
group. Once a child in that group has guessed what the picture is, that child will then 
go to the leader to find out what the next word is. This continues until all the pictures 
have been drawn. You can make it a race to see which group finishes first.   
Words: donkey, crown of thorns, palm branches, soldier, nails, cross, …  
 

Egg and Spoon race: 

Line the children up in their groups. Give the first person in each line one plastic egg 
and one spoon, the egg sitting in the spoon of course, and no cheating hands holding 
the egg in place! On ‘Go’ they are to run to the far end of the room and back without 
dropping the egg. If they do they have to return to the start and run again. Pass the 
egg and spoon to the next person and so on. The winning team is the first to sit 
down when everyone has completed the race. The race could be repeated with the 
children running backwards!  
 

Donkey, Donkey, Heehaw: 

A version of duck, duck, goose. The children sit in a circle. A leader starts off by 
running round the outside of the circle, tapping each child’s head as they pass, 
saying donkey, donkey, donkey and so on. When they tap a child on the head and say 
“Heehaw” that child gets up and chases the leader round the circle trying to catch 
them. If the leader gets back to the child’s place in the circle before they are caught, 
that child is then “it” and they go round the circle as before saying Donkey, donkey, 
and so on…  
 

The Egg game: 

Teach the children actions associated with different kinds of eggs as follows: Runny 
egg - run around the room; scrambled egg - spin round; poached egg - put their 
arms out to the side and pretend they are floating in water; fried egg - lie down; hard 
boiled egg - stand up straight and freeze; egg and soldiers - march around like a 
soldier; chocolate egg - rub their tummy and say, “Mmmm...”. Once the children have 
got used to the actions, call them out in a random order, gradually getting faster, and 
see if they can keep up!   
 

Elephant Ball: 

You will need a soft ball for this game. The children are to stand in a circle with their 
legs apart and their feet touching the feet of the people beside them in the circle. 
They are to roll the ball about inside the circle using their hands (like an elephant’s 
trunk!) The aim is to roll the ball through someone else’s legs but to prevent it from 
going through their own legs. If the ball goes through someone’s legs, that person 
does a forfeit, e.g. ten star jumps, run round the circle three times… They must 
complete the forfeit to re-join the game. After you have played for a bit, a leader 
should begin offering to do the forfeit for them. You could discuss how it felt when 
someone offered to do the forfeit and how they felt about accepting or rejecting the 
offer.  
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Appendix 4: Easter Adventure Crafts

Painted Stones

You will need: 
Stones (washed and dried), acrylic paint, brushes, and permanent marker pens, 

newspaper or old tablecloth (to paint on). 

Stones may be decorated with acrylic paint or permanent pens or both, if using both 
however, allow time for the paint to dry before using the pens. 

Some children may need help with ideas for decoration so have examples ready or 
suggest painting/writing a phrase like “He is Risen” and decorating with a pattern. 
This YouTube link may provide inspiration for your examples -  
https://youtu.be/AkR1sGIQ1b4

Tomb Stone Biscuits

You will need: 
“Jammy Dodger” type biscuits, digestive biscuits, icing sugar, green food colouring, 

mini eggs and sprinkles, spoons and a knife.

Trim the bottom of the Jammy Dodger biscuits with knife. Cover the digestive biscuit 
with icing sugar mixed with green food colouring, this acts as a “glue” to hold the 
jammy dodger biscuit (the “tomb”) in place on its side and a mini egg (the “stone”) 
and sprinkles for decoration. 

https://youtu.be/AkR1sGIQ1b4
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Appendix 5: Easter Adventure Group Times

The Last Supper  - Group Time 1

Group leader: We have just enjoyed a snack together. Eating together can be a time 
to celebrate with friends and family. During the year, when do we meet with others to 
celebrate over a meal together? (Possible examples include birthdays, Christmas, a 
wedding, New Year, and celebrations for an exam success or a special anniversary.) 
Every year the Jewish people would celebrate a special anniversary, and still do so 
today. This is called the Passover. 

Q. Can anyone tell us something about the Passover? 
(Fill in the gaps in the children’s answers with the information below.)

The Passover was something that took place hundreds of years before when God 
rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt in a very dramatic way. Each family 
sacrificed from their flock a healthy, one year old lamb or goat. Then they daubed 
some of the animal’s blood over the doorframe of their houses and on the doorposts. 
They cooked the meat for a special dinner, prepared some special bread and once it 
got dark the whole family stayed indoors. The plague of death came that night and 
passed over every home with blood on its doorframe. God protected his people from 
harm. But the plague of death struck every Egyptian household, including Pharaoh’s 
palace, the one who was treating the Israelites so badly as slaves. Loud wailing was 
heard all throughout the land, and Pharaoh finally said, “Leave us. Go away all of you! 
Go and worship your God as you wanted.” All the Israelites quickly gathered what 
they owned and left Egypt… free at last! 
 
Near the end of the week we are thinking about, it was the Passover festival. Jews 
would meet with friends and family to have a meal together. And that’s what Jesus 
did. He met with his twelve friends, his followers called the disciples. They met in an 
Upper Room. As they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and breaking it, he gave 
thanks and said, “This is my body which is given for you”. And then he took the cup 
and said, “This cup poured out for you is my blood.”  

Q. These are all very strange things to say at an important meal. What do you think 
he might have been talking about? 
Jesus was with his friends, people he had spent so much time with for the last three 
years. What he said next however was really sad: “The one who will betray me is here 
at the table with me.” 

Q. Does anyone know what the word “betray” means? (To let someone down badly, 
to break trust, to turn your back on a friend.)  
Jesus was telling them that one of his friends was going to let him down badly, that 
he was going to turn his back on Jesus and do something terrible. The disciples all 
looked at each other and wondered who it was.  
Jesus, knowing what was going to happen, said to the disciple “What you are going 
to do, go and do quickly” and Judas got up and left. 

Q. How might you react towards someone who betrayed you? 
Jesus’ response to his betrayal was quite different to how you and I might respond. 
We’ll find out later how he responds. 
When the meal was over, Jesus and the disciples with him went to a place called the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 
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The Resurrection – Group Time 2

Q. When has something happened for you that has been better than you expected? 
(Make sure to keep the answers brief.)
e.g. being really nervous about the first day of school, but it turned out to be good 
fun. When a rainy-day trip turns out to be one of the best days ever! 

Read together John 20:1-10 (You could print a copy for each child: John 20:1-10 NIRV 
from Bible Gateway) 

Q. How did Mary, Simon Peter and the other disciple respond when they discovered 
that the stone from the tomb had been rolled away from the entrance? 
Mary ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple. Mary told him that they had 
taken Jesus’ body. Simon Peter ran to the tomb, and the other disciple outran Simon 
Peter, stooping down to look inside! When Simon Peter arrived, he went right into 
the tomb to see. 

Q. What did they see when they got to the tomb? 
There were strips of linen lying there as well as the funeral cloth that had been 
wrapped round Jesus’ head. There was no body! 

Q. What might they have been thinking? 

Q. What would you have done or thought if you had heard the tomb was empty? 
The other disciple saw and believed. Later in this chapter (John 20:31) John writes: 
“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 
If you believe this, you will have life because you belong to him.” 

As we heard earlier, Jesus died to take away our sins so that we could be forgiven. He 
rose again so that we could have new life, belong to him and be his friend. We hope 
that today has helped you on your journey with Jesus, to think about who he is and 
how you might want to respond. 
 
Pray. 
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